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Humbly offcred to the Honouraole the Houſe of COMMON S; 


Againſt the Clauſe for Exempting Fiſhermen ithin the Vice-Admiralty of Kent being Re- 
giſtred by the Company. And alſo an Anſwer to an Objeftion made by the Fiſh- 
mongers, againſt the paſſing of the Fiſhermens Bull. 


: 
: 


Fiſhermen within that Liberty, and that the geſt of the Vice-Admiralties may do the ſame, and 
pretend to keep a mixt Court, not only concerning matters upon the high Sea, but to regulate 
Fiſhermen and Mariners within the Rivers ayd Ports, are expreſly againſt both Common and 
Statute Law, which do not allow any. power to the Admiralty, or Vice-Admiralty, but upon the Main 
* Rolls 4þ. Sea. And ſeveral Verdidts and * Judgments, that thiy had nothing to do upon the Thames, becauſe it 
_ tir, y_ Pp. the body of the Connty were in Kin , ns I. tume, ard in this preſent Reign, lately given againſt them, 
2 Me. - wo in the Courts at We//xrin/ler; and the Admiral, or hisYVice-Admiral cannot, by any Statute whatſoever, 
M.' 5 K. Fac. have ſuch a Juriſdiction as is pretended, for- that the (J Admirals and their Deputies ſhall not meddle with 
Tomkin& .. any thing done within the Realm, but only of a. thing do upon the Sea. And that (b) the Conſervator of the 
H.8.Fac. Truce, and the Kings ſafe ConduG# is to puniſh Offences doſe upon the Main Sea, out of the Body of the Counties 
oy rye and Liberties of the Realm; and this was declared to be thef(c) Law, and ſuch care was taken in Queen Eli: a- 
Ky 13" beth's time, that though (d) No Fiſherman »ſing the Se ſhall be taken by the Queens Commiſſion, to ſerue as 
(b) 2 H. 5. a Mariner at Sea, but t hat the Commiſſion be brought by herfflighneſſes Taker, or Takers, to two of the Juſtices of 
"= ) A * the Peace next adjoyning to the Sea Coaſts, &c. that the Juſtices might chooſe out, and cauſe to be returned ſuch 
Star. 2. Ch. 6. ſufficient Ny "phy Men to the Service, as in the ſai Commiſſion ſhall be contained. . Yet that all pre- 
af? f Le tenfions of the. Admizaliy. ſt 6 away, and tle FiſhermensLiberty preſerved, a Proviſo is therein 
- (e) 5 El. made, That wothzyy in the far | extend to gife untothe Lord Admiral, or any of his Vice- Admirals, 
Cb. 5. Par. 50. Fudge, or Tudgtii Aliicatry,<his,*opftheir Deputy & Deputies, or to any other Officer or Mini/er of the 
Admiralty, Rc, 4 ver, Kig ariedifion, Preheminence or Authority, than he, or they, or any of them 
hath, had, ff ec t/ "gar the ſaid AF, other than for ſuch ef the Offences ſpecified in this 
AT, as he Fe ttÞ1 tirt-Sea, within the Turisdiion of the Admiralty. "4 

So. that the Statutes and the Cuſtoms of the Realm, heing expreſly againſt the Vice-Admiral having any 
other Jurisdiction than upon the Main Sea, and the Fiſhfrmen not pretending their Limits to extend to any 
part of the ſame; and the Vice-Admirals of Kertneverſattempted, as Dy enſible that the Statute of the 
5 Eliz. was againſt them, to keep a Regiſter, till about four years ſince, and that- an imperfe&t-onez whith 
are humbly thought ſufficient reaſons, thatit would be of great miſchief to enlarge their power. . 

Nevertheleſs there is a ſaving in the ſaid (f) At, & well as in this, of atiy Right that they of the Crn;ue 
Ports or any others, can pretend to. And as to the further clauſe, brought in, that this A& ſhall not ex- 
tend to the Cinque Ports, and Vice-Admiralty, as it isþltogether unneceſſary that any ſuch Claufe ſhould 
have been, ſo it doth illade the deſign of the Bill. 

And as to that objection of the trading Fiſhmongerg of London, that they ſhall be prejudiced in not 
having their Servantsto go in their Veſſels without danger of being ſent to the Sea Service, and thereby 
the Fiſhermen will raiſe the price of Fiſh. | | 
« It is anſwered, that the Servants of Fiſhmongers arejnot obliged to be regiſtred, unleſs they fiſh in the 

publick Waters within the Companies Limits. And thzt the great dearth of Fiſh is-ſolely occafioned by 
(s) 1H. ,, the Fiſhmongers (g) not permitting Fiſhermen to bring theiy Fiſhto London to ſell and diſpoſe thereof as, they ſee 
. 14 H.6. cauſe, notwithſtanding any Oxdjnance or Patent of the Fiſhhwongers, who by ſeveral Statutes (4h) are not only 
) ; k. 2. Teſtrained the ſaid praGtices þy divers Ordinances of thy City of Londor, cotifirmed by Act of Parliament, 
R 2. C. 9. Obliged, (7) That they ſhall not embrace, foreſtal and engrlſs any Fiſh, or $0 by Land or Water to meet any coming 


p Eliz. 10. and, Nets or Veſſels, or other manner 3 


'F Hoſe ſpecious pretences that the Vice+Admiral of Kent may, and doth keep a Regiſter of the 


(f) Thidem, 
2, 445 45+ 


G) Fide with their Fiſh, or joyn with any bringing Fiſh, by giving them Money in 
ty Laws, 4rd that no Fiſhermanor other ſhall be hindred fron: ſellingtheir Fiſh in publick Markets and places of the City, by 
0 Fide the mſelves, their Wiver, Children or Servants : And farther, (i) that no Fiſhmonger or other ſhall buy any Fiſh to 
A ſell again, unleſs between the hours of Twelve and One; and that if any Fiſh ſhould happen to come not till Eleven, 
then not to be ſold till One, otherwiſe not till the next morning. All which Laws and Ordinances the Fiſhmongers 
Co break, and have brought it to that Cuſtom, 4 4) that no Fiſh ſhall be fold but between the howrs of 
two and five in. the merning 3 and when the Fiſhermen bring their Fiſh to the Market; the Fiſhmongers 
combine together, and will not ſuffer.aboue 2 or 3 of their number to buy for the whole, and then divide 
them by Lots ; by which means the Fiſhermen have been often forced to fe}] to Loſs, or otherwiſe their 
Fiſh muſt have periſhed on their hands. 
M4) Proved The Fiſhmongers (4) often take away the Fiſhermens Fiſh, and two or rhree days after pay what rate | 
"they, glegfe formahe adit, obligingghho Fiſhermen to ſdl'Lobſte eightſcore 


" tothe hundred, and ſell them again in the fame Market by retail for two or three ſhillings a piece : And 
" the like for Cod and other Fiſh. g . Ee, Te 

Ir is likewiſe the Cuſtom of the Fiſhmongers, that if they bave plenty of Fiſh, whether freſh or ſalt, to 
. bury ſome part thereof, if the ſame will not keep;-rather than fell the fame at a reaſonable Fate. = 
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